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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN REACTION TO EXTENSION OF ICELANDIC FISHING 
LIMITS 

REF: OSLO 2413 

1. COMMENTING ON ICELAND'S EXTENSION OF ITS FISHING LIMITS TO 200 
MILES, FOREIGN MINISTER FRYDENLUND HAS SAID LAST WEEK THAT NORWAY 
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WOULD TRY TO INSURE THAT ITS FISHERMEN RESPECTED THE NEW LMITS. 
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HE NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT ICELAND HAD SAID IT WOULD NEGOT- 
IATE FISHING RIGHTS WITHIN THE 200-MILE LIMIT WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 
AND SIAD THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE INTIATED WITH ICELAND 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. FRYDENLUND ALSO NOTED WITH SATISFACTION ICELAND'S 
RECOGNITION OF THE MEDIAN LINE PRINCIPLE FOR ESTAB- 
LISHING BOUNDARIES OF SEA AREAS. HE DID NOT COMMENT 
ON THE PORTION OF THE ICELANDIC ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH 
PROVIDES THAT WHERE DISTANCES BETWEEN ICELAND'S BASE 
LINES AND IAN MAYAN ARE LESS THAN 400 NAUTICAL MILES 
THE NEW 200-MILE FISHING LIMITS WILL NOT BE ENFORCED. 

PER TRESSELT OF THE LEGAL OFFICE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
ADVISED EMBASSY. HOWEVER, THAT NORWAY CONTINUES TO CLAIM 
THAT JAN MAJEN IS AN INHABITED ISLAND AND THAT THE OFF- 
SHORE BOUNDARY BETWEEN JAN MAYEN AND ICELAND SHOULD BE 
THE MEDIAN LINE. AT THE SAME TIME, TRESSELT SAID, 

NORWAY WAS GRATIFIED THAT ICELAND HAD NOT ASSERTED 
S OVEREIGHTY OVER THE AREA BETWEEN ICELAND AND JAN MAYEN BEYOND 
THE MEDIAN LINE. HE ADMITTED THAT THE ICELANDIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
IMPLIED THE EXTENSION OF SUCH SOVEREIGHTY, BUT POINTED OUT THAT 
INTERNATIONAL LAW ATTACHES IMPORTANCE TO THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF INTERNATIONAL ACTS AND THAT THE ICELANDIC ANNOUNCEMENT PRECLUDED 
MAKING ICELANDIC SOVEREIGNTY EFFECTIVE IN THE CONTESTED AREA. 

3. NORWAY HAS NOT YET RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF 
THE ICELANDIC EXTENSION AND HAS NOT YET DECIDED HOW IT 
WILL REPLY TO THE NOTIFICATION WHEN IT IS RECEIVED BECAUSE OF 
ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE LOS CONFERENCE AND JAN MAYEN. THE 
NORWEGIANS WERE TOLD IN EARLY JUNE THAT ICELAND WOULD EXTEND 
TO 200-MILES IN JULY (SEE OSLO 2413). AT THE TIME THEY 

WERE ASSURED THAT ICELAND WOULD BE FORTHCOMING IN NEGOTIATING 
A NEW FISHING AGREEMENT WITH NORWAY. PRESUMABLY THIS 
AGREEMENT WILL BE SIMILAR TO THE PRESENT NORWAY/ICELAND AGREE- 
MENT FOR FISHING IN ICELAND'S 50-MILE ZONE WHICH EXPIRES ON 
NOVEMBER 13TH. THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN RELATIVELY SATISFACTORY, 

AND TRESSELT ANTICIPATES NO MAJOR DIFFICULTIES IF ICELAND TAKES 
A SIMILAR APPROACH TO ITS 200-MILE LIMITS. 

4. TRESSELT NOTED THAT FRYDENLUND S REACTION TO THE 
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ICELANDIC EXTENSION HAD BEEN RECEIVED FAVORABLY BY THE 
ICELANDIC PRESS. IN NORWAY THERE HAS BEEN COMPARATIVELY 
LITTLE PRESS REACTION OR COMMENT SO FAR REGARDING THE 
ICELANDIC EXTENSION. THE ICELANDIC ACTION IS, HOWEVER, 

EXPECTED TO INCREASE PRESSURE FROM NORTHERN NORWAY TO 
EXTEND NORWAY'S FISHING LIMITS, AND THIS PRESSURE IS EX- 
PECTED TO INCREASE IN LATE SUMMER AND THE FALL WHEN FISHERMEN'S 
ORGANIZATIONS HOLD THEIR ANNUAL MEETINGS. ALTHOUGH THE PRESS 
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HAS INDICATED THAT THE ICELANDIC EXTENSION WOULD INCREASE 
FOREIGN FISHING ACTIVITY OFF THE NORWEGIAN COAST, PER TRESSELT 
TENDED TO DISAGREE. ACCORDING TO TRESSELT, THERE IS RELATIVELY 
LITTLE FISHING BETWEEN THE PRESENT 50-MILE ICELANDIC ZONE AND 
THE NEW 200-MILE ZONE. 

BUCHANAN 
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